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Best Senior Living Facility
Atria Senior Living
32353 San Juan Creek Road 
949-503-0616 

www.atriaseniorliving.com 
Atria Senior Living offers studios and one- and 
two-bedroom apartments for seniors with flexible 
month-to-month leases and no buy-in fee. The 
thoughtfully designed residential property can ac-
commodate those who want to live independent-
ly, as well as those in need of assisted living or 
memory care. Amenities include a courtyard, li-
brary, fitness center, and bistro with chef-prepared 
meals.

Capistrano Senior Living
31741 Rancho Viejo Road 
949-248-8855 

www.capistranoseniorliving.com

Best Local Nonprofit Orga-
nization

J.F. Shea Therapeutic Riding 
Center
26284 Oso Road 

949-240-8441  | www.sheacenter.org 
Established in 1978, J.F. Shea Therapeutic Riding 
Center assists people with disabilities who can 
benefit from horse riding and other horse-relat-
ed activities. The nonprofit offers programs in 
physical, occupational and speech therapies, as 
well as therapeutic horse riding. The Professional 

Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship has 
accredited J.F. Shea at the premier level.

Surf and Turf Therapy
31441 Avenida De La Vista 
949-312-7227  

www.surfandturftherapy.org

Best Banking Institution
SchoolsFirst Federal Credit 
Union
31876 Del Obispo 

1-800-462-8328 | www.schoolsfirstcu.org 
As the largest credit union in California, 
SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union has the 
resources to provide a wide array of financial 
services and expertise to its members. The FDIC-
insured institution offers checking and savings 
accounts; loans; credit cards; and access to 
licensed financial advisers for help navigating in-
vestments, retirement planning and life insurance. 
Educational resources such as workshops are 
also available.

Farmers and Merchants Bank
31873 Del Obispo 
949-488-8550 | www.fmb.com

Best Financial Planning 
Service

San Juan Financial Ltd.
31726 Rancho Viejo Road 
949-496-2425  

www.sanjuanfinancial.com 
San Juan Financial Ltd. prepares taxes with a level 
of personalization that a software program cannot 
match. Its tax professionals are experts in corpo-
rate, estate, individual, partnership, federal and 
state taxes. They are also experts at representing 
taxpayers in the event of collection problems or 
an audit.

Prescott Tax & Wealth 
Management
30950 Rancho Viejo Road 

949-248-9815 | www.prescott500.com

Best Law Firm
Cefali & Cefali
27130 Paseo Espada 
1-877-423-3254 

www.callcefali.com 
The personal injury law firm of Cefali & Cefali 
gets results for its clients by employing top-notch 
research and ensuring that each client’s case is 
handled exclusively by attorneys rather than para-
legals and other unlicensed employees. The firm 
has achieved results worth millions of dollars for 
its clients and is committed to stellar communica-
tion with them. Areas of practice include boat ac-
cidents, DWI accidents, dog bites and uninsured 
accidents. Free consultations are available.

Law Office of Stephen M. 
Rios
32302 Camino Capistrano 

949-493-1166
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Best Special Event/
Wedding Venue

Roots Kitchen at Five Vines 
Wine Bar
31761 Camino Capistrano

949-800-9145
www.fivevineswinebar.com
A private dining room above the main restaurant 
and bar area, Roots Kitchen at Five Vines Wine 
Bar is an ideal setting for wedding receptions, 
birthday parties, networking events and other 
special occasions. The secluded room has a pri-
vate bar, full kitchen, restroom, handicap access, 
and space for up to 80 guests. An adjacent sun-
set deck allows guests to step outside and enjoy 
views of historical San Juan Capistrano.

San Juan Hills Golf Club
32120 San Juan Creek Road
949-493-1167

www.sanjuanhillsgolf.com

Best Horse Training
J.F. Shea Therapeutic Riding 
Center
26284 Oso Road

949-240-8441
www.sheacenter.org

The horses at J.F. Shea Therapeutic Riding Center 
are specially trained to ensure clients with dis-
abilities can ride safely. “Our horses are trained 
to handle a next level of service to people,” CEO 
Dana Butler-Moburg previously stated. “They 
have an ongoing training program that keeps 
them fit and healthy for their jobs, because a com-
fortably fit and healthy horse is a safer horse.”

Ortega Equestrian Center
27252 Calle Arroyo
949-661-3130

www.ortegaequestriancenter.com

Best Riding Lesson
J.F. Shea Therapeutic Riding 
Center
26284 Oso Road 

949-240-8441 | www.sheacenter.org
J.F. Shea Therapeutic Riding Center provides 
individuals with disabilities specialized riding 
lessons to help them reach their highest level 
of independence in mounted and unmount-
ed equine activities. The lessons are taught 
by specially trained instructors certified by 
the Professional Association of Therapeutic 
Horsemanship. Interested parties can register 
for lessons that are private, semi-private (two 
riders) or group (four riders).

Ortega Equestrian Center
27252 Calle Arroyo
949-661-3130

www.ortegaequestriancenter.com

Best Stable
J.F. Shea Therapeutic Riding 
Center
26284 Oso Road

949-240-8441
www.sheacenter.org
The stable at J.F. Shea Therapeutic Riding 
Center houses 12 different breeds of horses 
that accommodate a wide range of riders and 
their needs. Each horse receives a custom-
ized feeding program, as well as Platinum 
Performance health and performance supple-
ments. The center also provides each horse 
with veterinary care and its own training and 
exercise program.

Ortega Equestrian Center
27252 Calle Arroyo
949-661-3130

www.ortegaequestriancenter.com

Best Trail
Patriot Trail
www.sanjuancapistrano.org
Starting where Camino Las 

Ramblas ends, Patriot Trail leads hikers toward 

Flag Hill, atop which a flagpole was planted in 
2006 in memory of the victims of the 9/11 terror-
ist attack. Patriot Trail is accessible year-round 
and requires a moderate skill level. The reward 
for completing the hike is a breathtaking view 
of the surrounding area from the top of Flag Hill.

Oso Rancho Capistrano Trail

Best Park
Ronald W. Caspers 
Wilderness Park
33401 Ortega Highway
949-923-2210, 949-923-2207

www.ocparks.com/caspers
An 8,000-acre wilderness preserve, Ronald 
W. Caspers Wilderness Park offers year-round 
camping, an abundance of wildlife and rang-
er-guided walks. The park is defined by native 
Coastal Live Oak and sycamore groves, run-
ning streams and seasonal wildflower displays. 
Amenities include equestrian trails, hiking trails, 
a family picnic area and an interpretative center.

Los Rios Park
31791 Los Rios Street
www.sanjuancapistrano.org

949.248.9772 | SanctuaryHF.com949.248.9772 | SanctuaryHF.com

(Cont. on page 32)
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Best Family Excursion 
Spot

Mission San Juan Capist-
rano
26801 Old Mission Road
949-234-1300 

www.missionsjc.com
Mission San Juan Capistrano provides 
something for every member of the family. It 
offers tours and educational programs; ex-
hibits featuring art and artifacts; and events 
such as arts and crafts demonstrations, 
theatrical productions and live music. The 
Mission also holds masses in its basilica. 

Zoomars at River Street 
Ranch
31791 Los Rios Street

949-831-6550 
www.riverstreetranch.com

Best Place to Take 
Out-of-Towners

Mission San Juan 
Capistrano
26801 Old Mission Road
949-234-1300

www.missionsjc.com
To those outside the town, the Mission San 
Juan Capistrano is synonymous with the 
town of San Juan Capistrano. Our readers 
like to bring visitors there to explore the 

Mission’s architecture and history and, at the 
right time of year, see its famous swallows. 
The Mission offers both guided and audio 
tours, as well as a museum that exhibits his-
toric and religious artifacts. Visitors can also 
visit an on-site gift shop to bring memories 
of the Mission home with them.

Five Vines Wine Bar
31761 Camino Capistrano
949-800-9145

www.fivevineswinebar.com

Best Entertainment 
Venue

The Coach House
33157 Camino Capistrano
949-496-9030 

www.thecoachhouse.com
Our readers’ top spot for live music, the 
Coach House has hosted musicians as tal-
ented, well-known and diverse as B.B. King, 
Bonnie Raitt, Chris Isaak and Tori Amos, Tom 
Jones and the Black Crowes. The legendary 
venue also serves as a launching pad for 
up-and-coming local artists. Priority seating 
is available with dinner reservations.

Swallow’s Inn
31786 Camino Capistrano
949-493-3188 

www.swallowsinn.com

Best Camp for Kids
J.F. Shea Therapeutic 
Riding Center
26284 Oso Road

949-240-8441 
www.sheacenter.org
SJC parents who want their kids to be 
kept engaged, outdoors and active during 
the summer gallop over to J.F. Shea 
Therapeutic Riding Center to enroll their 
children in the nonprofit’s summer horse 
camp. The five-day camp is available to chil-
dren ages 5-17 with and without disabilities. 
Taught by professional equestrians, children 
in small groups are introduced to horseman-
ship in a safe, controlled environment.

Emerald Cove Day Camp
25591 Camino Del Avion
949-361-3077

www.emeraldcovedaycamp.com

Best Historic Spot
Mission San Juan 
Capistrano
26801 Old Mission Road

949-234-1300 
www.missionsjc.com
The birthplace of Orange County, Mission 
San Juan Capistrano was founded by 
Junipero Serra as California’s seventh 
mission in 1776. Considered to be the 
jewel of California missions, it was estab-

lished by Spain to expand its territorial 
boundaries and transform, willingly or not, 
the Indigenous Acjachemen people into 
Christian Spanish subjects. After an early 
19th decline hastened by the impact of an 
earthquake, the mission’s compelling beau-
ty drew the interest of artists, photographers 
and visionaries later in the century, leading 
to a new era committed to preserving the 
landmark.

Los Rios Historic District
www.sanjuancapistrano.net/los_rios

Best Local Annual Event
Swallows Day Parade
Downtown San Juan Capistrano
949-615-1920 
www.swallowsdayparade.org

Every year, the Swallows Day Parade cele-
brates the return of swallows to San Juan 
Capistrano from Argentina. Scheduled for 
March 23 this year, it is one of the nation’s 
largest nonmotorized parades and draws 
interest from around the world. Held in con-
junction with the Mercado Street Faire, the 
event offers an entire day’s worth of family 
fun in the style of the Old West.

The Shea Center Annual 
BBQ and Family Faire
26284 Oso Road

949-240-8441 
www.sheacenter.org
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